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Jill Dunlop, Community Research/Project Development
Paula Orcutt, Fund Development
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MISSION
The Junior League of Greater Winter Haven, Inc. is an organization of 
women committed to promoting voluntarism, developing the potential of 
women, and to improving the community through the effective action 
and leadership of trained volunteers.  Its purpose is exclusively 
educational and charitable. 
FUTURE VISION
The Junior League of Greater Winter Haven, Inc. will  be recognized as 
a civic  leader that effectively impacts our community individually and 
collectively.  With a pioneering spirit, the Junior League of Greater 
Winter Haven will  work to meet the needs of our community through 
trained volunteers, education, funding, and collaboration.
REACHING OUT
The Junior League of Greater Winter Haven, Inc. reaches out to women 
of all  races, religions, and national  origins who demonstrate an interest 
in, and commitment to volunteerism.  No woman shall be excluded from 
membership because of race, religion, national origin, or disability.

“The Association of Junior Leagues International Inc. 
has embarked on a major strategic planning initiative 
whose goal is nothing short of transforming the Junior 

League to thrive 
for decades to 
come.  …AJLI 
leaders are taking 
bold steps to 
ensure the future 
of an organization 
that has 
contributed to the 
development of 
women as civic 
leaders and to 
meaningful 
community 
improvement 
since the first 
Junior League 
was founded in 
1901.”  ---
AJLI.org, 2010 

A FEW FAMOUS LEAGUE MEMBERS
Mary Harriman Rumsey, Founder

Eleanor Roosevelt
Oveta Culp Hobby

Sandra Day O'Connor
Barbara Bush
Laura Bush
Betty Ford

Nancy Reagan
Shirley Temple Black
Katharine Hepburn

Our Vision
The Junior League: Women Around 
the World as Catalysts for Lasting 
Community Change.

Association Purpose
The purpose of The Association of 
Junior League International Inc. is to 
add value to its member Leagues in 
their fulfillment of The Junior League 
Mission.

The Junior League of Greater Winter Haven is one 
of 293 leagues with membership in The Association 
of Junior Leagues International, Inc. Learn more 
and sign in to the “member” section at www.ajli.org.



PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

The Junior League of Greater Winter Haven Women Building Better Communities

During our journey, we increased our efforts toward training 
our membership, developing leaders, and creating ongoing 
projects that are full of impact and mission driven. Our 
provisional class had been outstanding with 18 members 
rising to active status. Our work toward improving the lives 
of women and children continued to flourish with our existing 
projects. A Mother’s  Voice along with our new Regency 
Center partnership are directly in line with our focus on the 
overall health and wellness of the women and children of 
our community. 

 Our organization volunteered over 500 hours in the 
community. With our direct funds and the value of our 
volunteer hours, our contribution to the Greater Winter 
Haven community was approximately $20,000.

Looking ahead, the League continues to build for the future. 
It is a privilege to report that the Junior League of Greater 
Winter Haven’s financial strength and community impact 
continue to grow and expand. Of course, none of this  would 
be possible without our JLGWH members, our community 
partners, and our financial supporters. We thank you for 
your enduring commitment to the League and for allowing 
us to become a truly great organization.

Respectfully Submitted,
Wendy G. Morris
2009-2010 President

Dear Members and Friends,

“A League of Our Own” has become 
much more than a theme for the year. It 
has been a full member initiative of 
striving for greatness and change for the 
Junior League of Greater Winter Haven. 

Our energies were focused on improving 
all of our efforts to better utilize our 

members time and our resources to make 
the greatest impact upon improving our 

community.

Robert Frost wrote “Two roads diverged in a wood and I took 
the one less  traveled by.” During the year, we realized that 
the road to success is often less traveled but through the 
efforts of our members it has allowed our membership to 
experience wonderful results. A few key events from the year 
include: an increase in participation and awareness of our 
Teacher Mini-Grant program in which we contributed 
$2353.82 to local teachers and their students; our  2nd 
Annual Merry Market weekend featuring vendors from all 
over the area and our successful (not to mention fun) Casino 
Night together raised approximately $20,000; members 
hosted a memorable homecoming dance for the challenged 
students of A Circle of Friends;  “Kids in the Kitchen” 
partnered with the Citrus Center Boys & Girls Club and our 
free community event- “Family Fit Fest” held at the Lake 
Myrtle Sports  Complex shared the message of nutrition, 
health and fitness with children and local families.



COMMUNITY PROJECTS
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COMMUNITY PROJECTS

The Junior League community projects for the 2009-2010 year focused 
on family health and well-being.  Our main projects were Circle of 
Friends – Homecoming, Kids in the Kitchen and Family Fit Fest, which 
were continued from last year.  A new project, A Mother’s Voice, was 
added to assist a part of our community in desperate need of help and 
compassion. 

A Homecoming dance was held in 
October for the students of Circle of 
Friends, a school in Lake Wales, FL.  
The Junior League provided these 
students and their families with a fun 
evening of food, dancing, prizes, plus 
memories for these students to cherish 
for a lifetime.  
A King and 
Queen were 

crowned and each student walked away with a 
special picture and parting gift.

Kids in the Kitchen partnered with the Girls and 
Boys Club of Winter Haven this January.  An 
afternoon was spent with over 200 elementary age school children 
learning how to make healthy food choices through a variety of hands on 
centers.  A wide range of activities were provided such as making 

nutritious, yet tasty recipes, juice and fruit 
tastings, various crafts and even learning 
various yoga positions.

Family Fit Fest was held in March at the Lake 
Myrtle Sports Complex in Auburndale, FL.  
Approximately 100 people came out to 
participate in our health fair/2K family fun run.  
Children of all ages and their families were able 
to compete in a race.  The league gave out free 

t-shirts with the logos of various community businesses who helped to 
sponsor this event.  
The Family Fit Fest provided the community with free physicals and eye 
exams, as well as a BMI and body fat percentage testing.  The Fest also 
helped to educate the community in ways to live a healthier lifestyle 

through fun ideas on how to get moving and healthy food 
choices available locally.

A Mother’s Voice is a new heartwarming project this year for our League.  
Through a partnership with the Polk County Sherriff’s Office, the league 
is reaching out to those women who have been incarcerated and 
separated from their children.  In an effort to promote literacy and family 
connections, this project records the women reading a story to their 
child.  The book and CD are then mailed to the child so that they may 
hear their Mother reading them a story.  Currently this project has 
reunited women with 19 of their children/grandchildren. Sixteen league 
members have completed the official training for this project and are 
eager to participate.

The Grants for Greatness teacher mini-grants program continues to 
evolve.  This year we received more than 65 applications and awarded 
more than $2000. Our recipients, who are educators at both public and 
private schools from kindergarten to high school are listed below.

I would like to thank the ladies of the league for all your help and 
support.  Without it these projects wouldn’t be the successes they are. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Jill Dunlop

Slated Projects for 2010-2011
Family Fit Fest & Kids in the Kitchen
A Mother’s Voice
Grants for Greatness, Teacher Mini-Grants
Regency Medical Center: Mother & Baby Comfort Room Renovation

Fall Grant Winners
Adraine Scott              
Keith Hobbs               
Jenny Addison            
Cindy Horvath             
Brittony Franklin        
Carrie Bilancio            
Jennifer Horstman      

Spring Grant Winners
Alyson Tremblay Hooker                         
Shanna R. Fox                                            
Luisa Meyer                                
 Barbara Muren, Veita Stephens                          
Jenny Cramatte, Sharon Francis
                                                            Colleen P. Blanton                          
Brandi Sackett                             
Carrie Austin                                                             
Nancy Sergi                                   



Take me out to the Junior League
Out in the community

Donating expertise and our time
Helping others makes us feel sublime

So let’s root root root for the Junior League
Volunteering where there’s a need

We’re for women and children too
At the Junior League



FUND DEVELOPMENT FINANCE REPORT
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I would like to thank the members of the Junior League of 
Greater Winter Haven for supporting our 2009-2010 
fundraisers, Merry Market and Casino Night.  A very 
special thank you to Angela Newell, Merry Market Chair 
and Jill Bentley, Casino Night Chair.  Both women put their 
daily lives on hold to dedicate themselves to our 
fundraisers.  Without their talent, time and perseverance 
we wouldn’t be able to fund our special projects.  

In early November 2009, over 200 
women gathered at Nora Mayo Hall to 
enjoy a VIP Premier Shopping 
extravaganza to kick off  our fall 
f u n d r a i s e r , M e r r y M a r k e t .  
Massages, tasty treats, savory 
drinks, goodie bags, raff les, 
entertainment and makeovers were 
included in the evening.  Over 30 

vendors spent the 
weekend with us and helped us 
raise $11,000.

As Angela Newell was putting the 
f inishing touches on Merry 
Market, Jill Bentley and her 
committee were hard at work 
planning our February fundraiser, 
Casino Night.  Lake Eva Banquet 
Hall was transformed into a 

1920’s Casino with gaming tables, horse racing, music, 
delicious food from Southern Dunes and fabulously fun 
raffles!  Flappers began to arrive at 7pm and for the next 
few  hours enjoyed a fun filled evening of  chance while 
helping us raise $10,000.

The money raised will go directly to fund our Junior League 
projects.  Thank you again to everyone who supported our 
fundraisers by donating their time as a volunteer or 
purchasing a ticket to attend.

The Board Members of The Junior League of  Greater 
Winter Haven often take on extra duties during fundraisers.  
I would like to acknowledge their amazing ability to help 
where needed, without question and to quietly work behind 
the scenes to support the Fundraiser Chairs.  

We are also proud to announce that the Junior League 
received two grants this year. State Farm awarded us with 
$3,500 to help fund our Community Scholarships/Awards 
and Teacher Mini Grants and Wal-Mart presented us with a 
check for $500 to put toward supplies for A Mother’s Voice.

Respectfully Submitted,
Paula Orcutt

Our checkbook balances as of June 1, 2009 were:
Checking Account:  $19,566.67
Savings  Account:  $30,840.59
CD:    20,000.00
As of May 1, 2010
Our program expenses totaled:  $14,128.39
Our support expenses totaled:  $3953.70

As of May 1, 2009, our checkbook balances including 
deposits to date for dues are:
Checking Account:  $22,414.51
Savings Account:  $31,189.33
7 month CD:   $20,642.66
 
Respectfully Submitted,
Jae Lynn Akin, Finance Vice President
Susan Williams, Finance Vice President-Elect



MEMBERSHIP
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The theme for this year was “A League of Our Own.”  Our goals 
were bonding and team building.  Ice breaker games were played 
at general membership meetings.  They were fun, motivational 
and helped the members get to know each other.  We had 
informative and entertaining meetings that included such topics as 
Breast Cancer Awareness, Sports Awareness (Hank Longo from 
PGTV), Heart Health by Belinda Reiger from Heart of FL Hospital, 
and our traditional Bring a Friend Night.

The membership committee worked very hard to fulfill all 
obligations.  The following is a list of goals successfully completed.
The Chair attended all board meetings and communicated to all 
committee members effectively concerning League activity 
information.  The primary goal was to provide clear and consistent 
communication to each individual member by the Membership 
Advisors.
The committee slated the Executive Board positions for next year, 
as well as acquiring a commitment from those slated.  A vote was 
conducted for approval of the slate.  The committee also compiled 
a list of candidates for the 2010-2011 Membership Advisor 
Committee.  The committee conducted voting and informed those 
individuals of their elections.
The committee compiled each active League member’s 
compliance with general membership meeting attendance, 
volunteer hours and placement fulfillment requirements.   
Members not in compliance were notified of their options.
The Chair prepared a Placement Catalog for the 2010-2011 year.  
This catalog consisted of all open League positions.  In March, the 
committee held a Placement Fair.  During this event, members 
were advised on placement selection and the placement 
applications were collected for processing.  The committee met to 
place members in their 2010-2011 placements based on the 
information on the applications, as well as utilizing the Member 
Advisor’s personal knowledge of the members’ wishes.
Respectfully submitted,
Tammi Haas, Membership V .P.

COMMUNITY VP REPORT

This year our community impact was 
evident throughout the year. Whether 
it was through our Done in a Snap 
projects, Teacher Mini-Grants, Silver 
Tassel Awards or the Golden Gloves 
– C o m m u n i t y S e r v i c e Aw a r d 
recipient, the JLGWH’s community 
presence has been meaningful.
Our Done in a Snap opportunities 
provided volunteer services for the 
Salvation Army Christmas Toy & Food 
drives as well as volunteers for the 
Boy Scouts golf tournament in the fall. 
Our most significant impact was with 
the increase in applications for our 
Teacher Mini Grants funding. This 
year we received over 65 applications 
and were able to distribute $2353.82 
in funds to area teachers for 
proposing innovative meaningful and 
creative projects that they are doing 
in the classroom. 
Through partnership with the Polk 
Education Foundation, we were able 
to distribute the JLGWH Silver Tassel 
Scholarship to area graduating 

seniors.  The JLGWH will be presenting a $500 scholarship to a 
student(s) that has demonstrated their dedication to the 
community through their volunteer efforts.
The Golden Gloves Community Service Award honors an 
individual who is a role model due to his/her leadership and 
dedication as a volunteer. This person has contributed a 
considerable amount of their time and energy to make a 
positive impact on the Greater Winter Haven area. This year 
JLGWH will make a $250 donation to the qualifying 501c3 
organization of the recipient’s choosing.
Respectfully Submitted,
Wendy Morris, President

“Leadership 
is about 

creating an 
alignment of 
strengths and 

making 
people’s 

weaknesses 
irrelevant.”  

Peter 
Drucker  



THANK YOU SPONSORS PRESIDENT-ELECT REPORT
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As I sit and consider this past year in the Junior League, the one 
thing that continues to come to my mind is commitment.  I am so 
proud and honored to be a member of an organization of  women 
that are committed to making our community a better place.  I have 
watched our league grow  and reach out beyond what I thought 
possible this last year under the brilliant “Coaching” of our 
President, Wendy Morris.  Through her leadership we completed 
four community projects and two second year fundraisers, all of 
which were more successful than the year before.  As a league that 
is what we hope for future leadership of the league….to build upon 
the firm foundation that was laid before us.  

As we celebrate our 30th year I would be remiss if  I did not thank all 
the members that worked so hard over the last 29 years.  There 
was a vision for this organization based upon community service 
and advocacy that I hope to continue over the next year.  There 
have been many changes during this time to our community, 
country and world. These changes have proved to be a challenge at 
the national and local levels of our organization. The leadership of 
this organization continues to find new  ways to adapt to these 
changes and I greatly appreciate the support and understanding of 
the entire membership, sustainers and actives, as we explore new 
strategies to better our organization.  This brings me back to the 
commitment of the women of the JLGWH.  The 
commitment to our mission over the last 29 
years is what has allowed us to grow  and 
strengthen as a “team”.  

Wendy Morris, President of the Junior 
League of  Winter Haven and my dear 
friend once said “I will continue the work 
of all the amazing women that have come 
before me to keep our league relevant and 
an organization that always looks to the 
future while honoring the past”.  I hope to 
follow  in her footsteps as we celebrate 30 years 
impacting our community.

Respectfully Submitted,
Jennifer Myers

Habitat Health and Fitness
Hall Communications
Hampton Inn, Lake Wales
Heart of Florida Regional 
 Medical Center-Therapy
Hurricane Grill and Bar
Lamar Advertising
Lincoln Financial Group
Marine Supply
Massage Therapy of Winter Haven
MEKO Kids
Noble Juice
Oasis Salon and Day Spa
Out Post 27, Hank Longo
Peak Performance, Greg Coffin
Perfect Form Weight Loss
Polk County Sports Marketing
Polk Therapy
Rejuvenate Body Works
Run for the Cure
Salon 04 and Company
Southern Dunes Golf and Country Club
Sunny Ridge
Sunshine Celebrations
Today and Tonight Magazine
Tijuana Flats
West Lake Produce Company
YMCA of Winter Haven

Applied Aquatic Management, Inc.
Beautiful Brides by Valerie Schneider
Bernie Little
Blue Star Dragon Martial Arts
Blue Lake Citrus
Bob Paul Citrus
Bond Clinic
Boy Scouts /Cub Scouts
Bright House Networks
Central Florida Truss
Chilis
City of Auburndale
Cypress Lanes
Cypress Urgent Care
DJ Angel Eyez Music
Donley Citrus, Inc.
Donley & Davis Insurance Group, Inc,
DuraCast Products
Ewing, Blackwelder, & Duce Insurance
Expedia Cruise Ship Centers, 
 Cruise Link Travel, Inc.
Extreme Kids
Eye Specialists of Mid-Florida, PA
Florida Dance Theatre
Fredʼs Market
Girls Incorporated of Winter Haven
Girl Scouts
Gosh!

Again, thank you to all of our sponsors. We apologize if we have 
overlooked anyone, as we know many of you work behind the scenes. 

We greatly appreciate all of your support. 

The Junior League of Greater Winter Haven 
would like to thank our sponsors for all of their 

support this year. It is with your generous 
contributions that we are able to make such a 

positive impact in our community. 


